8	Geography
or Summertown-Radley terrace ranges from about 12 to 20 feet
above the present normal level of the river. This terrace is of great
human importance within the Survey Area, as it is well above the
floods. The gravel provided a good water-supply for the early
settlers, and upon this terrace the original Oxford and most of the
villages of the upper Thames valley were established. The third or
Wolvercote terrace is about 50 feet above the river and is found at
Wolvercote and Blenheim Park. The fourth or Handborough
terrace is from 70 to 100 feet above the river and extends from
Long Handborough to Church Handborough.1
Climate.
The Survey Area is so small that it is impossible to assign any indi-
viduality to its climate;2 it forms part of the midland climatic region
of England. The mean monthly temperature of Oxford ranges
between 387° F. in January and 61-4° F, in July. Such conditions
are temperate and largely due to the maritime influence which affects
the whole of north-western Europe. The average annual rainfall of
the Survey Area is between 25 inches and 27*5 inches. At Oxford,
whose mean annual fall is 26*02 inches, the lowest figure recorded in
any year was 18 inches and the highest over 3 2 inches. These rainfall
conditions are typical of the drier eastern side of Britain which lies
in the lee of the western mountains in relation to the rain-bearing
westerly winds. The figures of this lowland region should be com-
pared with an average fall of between 3 5 and 40 inches on the highest
parts of the Cots wolds and an average of 30 inches on the Chilterns.
October and July, with average annual falls of 2-9 inches and 2-6
inches respectively, are the wettest months, while February, with
1*6 inches, is the driest month. Spring is certainly the driest season,
but broadly speaking the rainfall is very evenly distributed through-
out the year.
The amount of fog and the direction of the winds are of interest
in the Survey Area. The clay lowlands, the lower gravel terraces, and
the wide alluvial bottoms with their numerous braided streams and
frequent floods often have a sub-saturated atmosphere. They are
1 In addition to the works of J. Pringle and of K. S. Sandford, both of which are
quoted above, the student of the physical geography of the Oxford region should con-
sult the following: J. J. Walker (ed.), The Natural History of the Oxford District (1926),
chapters on 'Physiography* by H. O. Beckit, pp. 1-20, and on 'Geology* by W. J. Sollas,
K. S. Sandford, and W. J. Arkell, pp. 32-71; A. G. Ogilvie (ed.), Great Britain (1928),
chapter on "The South-East Midlands', by H. O. Beckit, pp. 125-42.
z This brief note is based on W. G. Kendrew's essay on 'Climate* in J, J. Walker (ed.),
The Natural History of the Oxford District (1926), pp. 21-5.

